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[72] The idea of a Dutch attack to Macao was no novelty in 1622. Apart from the raids made in 1601, 
1603 and 1607, which were not intended to occupy the colony, the project of capturing it for use as a 
commercial base in China dates from the establishment of the Hollanders at Hirado in 1609.  
 The Dutch trading in this little fishing-town – where the English were also established from 1613 
to 1623 – found it impossible to compete on equal terms with their Portuguese competitors at 
Nagasaki. Thanks to their possession of Macao, and consequent easy access to the Canton market, 
the Lusitanians were in a most favourable position for obtaining large quantities of raw silk and silk 
fabrics for sale in Japan. The Hollanders having no foot in China, nor access to any of the ports, 
depended on what small quantities they could pick up at patani and (after 1619) Batavia, or from the 
capture of Portuguese and Chinese shipping in the China Sea. The Japanese autorities looked on 
these buccaneering activities with an unfriendly eye, and more than once accused the Hollanders of 
being pirates rather than traders. 
 The project of establishing a Dutch base on or near the China coast was one of the favourite 
schemes of Jan Pieterszoon Coen, and one which he urged on his superiors in and out of season. In 
January 1614, he wrote a report to the Directors of the East-India Company advocating an attack on 
Manila and Macao, alleging that it would be easy to obtain a large number of Japanese mercenary 
soldiers for service in this expedition. The occupation of Macao, he pointed out on this and on many 
other occasions, would not only enable the Dutch to supplant the Portuguese as purveyors of Chinese 
silk for the Japan market, but would also knock away [73] the chief prop of the Lusitanian Asian empire. 
It would likewise deprive the Spaniards in the Philippines of their means of support, and would render 
much easier the subsequent occupation of Malacca and Manila, which in its turn would split the Iberian 
colonial empire in two. Last, but by no means least, possession of Macao would give the Hollanders a 
stranglehold on the Chinese overseas trade, and, more important still, give them direct access to the 
“wealth and products of China for which the whole world in covetous”. 
 Thus the sanguine Coen; and if his day-dream of Dutch hegemony in the maritime trade of Asia 
seems unduly ambitious today, it was not then beyond the realm of possibility. Provided that the 
Chinese accepted the Hollanders in place of the Portuguese at Macao, and given the absence of 
effective Iberian, English or Japanese competition, the Dutch with their enterprise, resources and 
tenacity might well have built up a monopoly of the seaborne trade between the Cape of Good Hope 
and Japan, which would have been even more complete than that of their Portuguese predecessors 
in the 16th century. The possible results of such a monopoly on the overseas expansion of China and 
Japan is a fascinating subject for speculation; but as things were ordained otherwise, we must return 
to a consideration of how Coen’s plans went astray.  
 The Hollanders at Batavia did not think that they would find any very formidable resistance if 
they attacked Macao, which they knew was an open town, nor were they alone in this opinion. Richard 
Cocks writing to his superiors at London in September 1621, warmly advocated the project of a 
combined Anglo-Dutch expedition, for the reasons he described as follows, 
 “It is very certen that with little danger our fleet of defence may take and sack Amacon in China, 
which  is  inhabeted  by  Portingales.  For  the  towne  is  not fortified with walls; neither will the King 
of   China   suffer   them  to   doe   it,   nor   to   make   any  fortifications,  nor  mount  noe  ordinance  
upon  any  platforme;  and.  ½   partes   of  t he   inhabetantes   are   Chinas.    And  we  are  credibly  
informed   that,   these   last   two   years,   when   they   did   see   but   two   or   three  of  our  shipp 
  



 



 



 



 



 
 


